
Last month I attended the AEP Board Retreat that was held in San Francisco. Attendees 
included the AEP Executive Board, as well as the Directors from each Chapter. The pur-
pose of the two-day retreat was to chart out the Board’s goals for the next three to ! ve 
years. Below is the working list of the goals identi! ed by the Board. I note it as a working 
list, as the ! nancial feasibility of these items will be discussed in light of our 2008 budget 
at the November State Board meeting. In the mean time, here they are:

•  Expand our offering of workshops
•  Enhance the quality of our conferences
•  Review the AEP legislative platform
•  Rapidly respond to emerging issues
•  Continue to monitor and comment on appropriate legislation
•  Improve university outreach and engage more students in AEP
•  Review and promote the AEP Code of Ethics
•  Enhance and publicize the AEP website
•  Educate/involve the public about AEP and environmental issues
•  Provide leadership training to local chapter boards
•  Expand membership to reach more environmental professionals

I anticipate that the San Diego Chapter will have a strong role in helping realize some of 
these goals. For example, our Chapter has been successful in establishing relationships 
with local universities and engaging more students in AEP. We current have 40 stu-
dent members af! liated with the San Diego 
Chapter. This has been spearheaded by our 
Student Membership and Outreach Director, 
Julie Wang. Additionally, it is anticipated 
that committees will be formed related to 
some of these goals. The call will be put out 
to AEP members to participate in these com-
mittees, so keep your eyes on future news-
letters and e-mail updates from the Chapter. 
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Our ! rst electronic newsletter""

Due to printing and mailing costs, not to men-
tion trying to save a few trees, the July 2007 
issue was the last paper newsletter. From this 
point forward, the chapter newsltter will be 
posted on the CHapter’s web site and a link 
will be sent ot all memebers by Diane Cata-
lano, President, in her monthly announcement 
emails. If you have not been receiving emails 
from Diane Catalano and would like to receive 
updates, please email your information to Di-
ane at dmcatalano@pbsj.com. 

The newsletter will also be available through 
the “News” page of the San Diego AEP web 
site at www.sandiegoaep.org. Producing an 
electronic newsletter allows more " exibility 
than the paper newsletter, by allowing addi-
tional pages, " yers, and adding color. Please 
continue to sedn your ideas and articles to the 
newsletter editor, Kate Gentles, at ksgentles@
pbsj.com.

SAVE THE DATE   SAVE THE DATE   SAVE THE DATE   SAVE THE DATE

The Joint 2008 NAEP/AEP Annual Conference:  CHANGING CLIMATES  
To be held MARCH 25th – 28th, 2008, downtown San Diego at the beautiful Omni Hotel Downtown San Diego

For more information, please visit the “Events” page at www.sandiegoaep.org

Sponsorship and exhibit opportunities are available!

       CEQA “Nuts and Bolts” Basics Workshop

  This all-day workshop will be held on Thursday, November 1 at Marina Vil lage.
  More informaiton about the workshop and how to register will be available soon.

You are invited...
...to attend the Association of Environmetnal Pro-
fessional, San Diego Chapter, 2007 Awards Dinner 
& Scholarship Bene! t. This event will be held on 
Thursday, September 20, 2007 at the San Digeo 
Natural History Museum in Balboa Park.

6:00 p.m. - Rooftop cocktial mixer and raf" ew, cash 
bar

7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. - Dinner and scholarship and 
award presentations.

Guest Speaker: Thomas Deméré, Ph.D., Curator of 
Paleontology at SDNHM

R.S.V.P. September 12, 2007

For more information on this event, how to register, 
or on sponsorship opportunites, please visit the San 
Diego AEP web site at www.sandiegoaep.org.

Upcoming Events 
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John Marshal Taylor III AMEC Earth & Environmental
Nick Ricono   AMEC Earth & Environmental
Halleh Paymard  AMEC Earth & Environmental
Andre Monette  Best Best & Krieger LLP
Sheryl Garcia   Best Best & Krieger LLP
Lindsay Puckett  Best Best & Krieger LLP
Luis Fernandez  URS Corporation
Allison Stalker  Urban Crossroads
Josh  Saunders   Dudek & Associates, Inc.
Brad Evanson   Paci! c Municipal Consultants

Please help welcome our new members!

June Collins  Dudek & Associates, Inc. Wendy L. Worthey Contract Environmental Planner
Peter Clark  Ninyo & Moore  Gregory T. Farrand Ninyo & Moore
Linda S. Niles  City of Del Mar  Ted Lee  Jones & Stokes
Alison Buckley UCSD - Physical Plng. Craig Lorenz  Eilar Associates, Inc.
Beverly Blessent Sempra Utilities  Bruce F. Goff  AMEC Earth & Environmental
Ryan Donald  BRG Consulting, Inc.  Christina Keller Paci! c Municipal Consultants
Lorraine Ahlquist RBF Consulting  David L. McIntyre Potomac-Hudson Engineering
Richard Brady  City of Santee   Jose L. Toledo  MWH
Bruce Campbell Parsons
Ginger Coleman Altec Engineering Corporation

And, welcome back to old friends!

Membership Update 
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   Initial Study Revisions—Improved or Not
Author:  Betty Dehoney, CEP, HDR Engineering, Inc.; Committee Members:  Kim Baranek, Helix Environ-
mental, Inc.; Charlie Bull, Recon Environmental, Inc.; Alex Jewell, RBF Consulting, Inc.; Larry Purcell, San 
Diego County Water Authority

Have you ever prepared an Initial Study checklist? I 
presume that if you are reading this newsletter, you 
are like the other 99% of practitioners who have either 
prepared or reviewed an Initial Study (the other 1% are 
sitting in a waiting room and this was the only article 
in sight). Have you ever really stopped to take a close 
look at the questions? Have you ever wondered why 
there is so much redundancy (e.g., Habitat Conserva-
tion Plan impacts are in both biology and land use), 
how to answer some of the questions (e.g., what con-
stitutes “substantial”), and the relevancy of the ques-
tions (e.g., inundation by tsunami)?

The Initial Study process is the primary foundation of 
the environmental review process; the ! rst look at the 
possible impacts that could occur if the project were to 
be implemented.

The San Diego Legislative Committee believes there 
needed to be a fresh look at the checklist. Over the 
course of several meetings, the Leg Committee dis-
cussed and revised the Initial Study Checklist. An arti-
cle has been prepared for the State AEP newsletter, The 
Environmental Monitor, discussing the procedures and 
some of the recommended changes to the Initial Study 
Checklist. For a sneak preview of the Leg Committee’s 
article, please visit www.sandiegoaep.org.
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News from the Leg Committee



Have you tried CEQAmaps yet?  
What are you waiting for?

Plans, Plans & Plans
CEQAmap (www.ceqamap.com) is capable of storage 
and retrieval of any type of planning and regulatory 
document. Even thought the theme of CEQAmap is 
environmental documents, the very nature of the pro-
cess includes planning or “project” documents.

For example: 
Open the CEQAmap search database page and enter 
“City of Malibu”.
You’ll !  nd a folder full of important information in-
cluding the City’s:

Local Coastal Plan
 Local Implementation Plan
 Local Land Use Plan
PDF Maps and Graphics

Give it a go - and remember - you can upload your own 
documents. Also, when you download documents, we 
create a personal storage library on-line so you can 
quickly access your downloads next time you need 
them.

FINALLY - we are looking for corporate and busi-
ness sponsors to help support the costs associated with 
maintaining the database. Select “Become a Sponsor” 
on the home page or call/e-mail us directly.

Visit www.CEQAmap.com today#

UC Davis Extension Courses Examine 
Renewable Energy

UC Davis Extension joins with the UC Davis College 
of Engineering, the California Energy Commission 
and experts from public and private agencies to present 
courses on the positive power of renewable energy.

Bioenergy Systems focuses on the fundamental con-
cepts and future potential of bioenergy systems. The 
course, co-sponsored by the California Biomass Col-
laborative, targets prospective bioenergy developers 
and interested members of the general public. Taught 
by Bryan Jenkins, professor of biological and agricul-
tural engineering at UC Davis, topics will include the 
elements of generating fuels and power from biomass, 
thermochemical and biochemical conversion, biomass 
feedstocks and bioproducts, site selection, bioenergy 
policy and economics. This course is scheduled for 
Saturday, November 3, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. in Davis.

Taught by Golam Kibrya, an energy specialist at the 
California Energy Commission, the Solar Energy 
Systems course will provide an overview of the the-
ory, technologies, applications, issues and environ-
mental bene! ts of solar energy for home and business 
owners, designers, architects, builders, installers and 
interested members of the general public. Topics will 
include solar resources in California, state and federal 
incentives for residential and commercial applications, 
system design and maximization, utility interconnec-
tion and net metering, and “zero-energy” dwellings. 
The course is scheduled for Saturday, December 1, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. in Davis.
 
For more information or to enroll, call toll free (800) 
752-0881, visit www.extension.ucdavis.edu/engineer-
ing or email extension@ucdavis.edu.
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Infr astru ctur e
• Energy

• Transportation

• Water resources

• Program/construction
management

• Land resources

Imagine the result

Environ ment
• Planning and permitting

- CEQA/NEPA

• Biological and cultural surveys

• Site evaluation and remediation

• Architectural design

• GIS

• Niche services
- Sediments; stormwater

management

- Human health services

Total business solutions that add value to your bottom line

9095 Rio San Diego Drive, Suite 240
San Diego, CA 92108

Tel 619.291.7800
www .arcadis-us.com

Of Interest
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AEP would like to welcome back our student members to the start of a new academic year and wish all students 
a successful school year# 

REMINDER## The 2007 AEP Awards Ceremony is this month on Thursday, September 20th. This event will 
be held at the San Diego Natural History Museum starting at 6:00pm with a rooftop cocktail mixer and raf" e. 
Dinner and the scholarship and awards ceremonies will start at 7:30pm. The reservation deadline is Wednes-
day, September 12th and payments may be submitted to Laurel Hanscom (619.233.1454). Please contact Addie 
Olazabal for reservation information at 619.233.1454. 

Thank you to all students who submitted their application for the 2007 AEP scholarship. The review and selec-
tion process has been completed. This year, two students will be awarded the AEP scholarship. Please join us 
at the AEP Awards Ceremony on September 20, 2007 as the scholarship recipients will receive their award and 
a one-year membership to AEP.

CEQA Nuts and Bolts Workshop - Each year in the fall, AEP offers an all-day comprehensive primer on 
CEQA with their “CEQA Nuts and Bolts Workshop”. The workshop will be held on November 1, 2007 at the 
Marina Village Conference Center in Mission Bay. 

Student volunteers needed" Two student volunteers are needed the day of the CEQA Nuts and Bolts Work-
shop to assist in event set up, checking in registrants, 
and event breakdown. Student volunteers will be able 
to attend the workshop for free.  If you are interested 
in volunteering, please contact Sophia Habl-Mitchell at 
Sophia.Mitchell@hdrinc.com. 

Please be sure to check the student page on our chap-
ter website for the latest news, information, and events# 
www.sandiegoaep.org/students.html 

Thanks,
Julie Wang, Student Membership & Outreach Director 
julie.wang@edaw.com / 619.233.1454

Campus Connection
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Professional Events 
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Positions A vailable at 
HELIX Environmental Planning, Inc. 

HELIX, a growing environmental consulting and plan-
ning ! rm, is seeking a senior project manager with 
CEQA/NEPA experience in high-pro! le transporta-
tion projects.  Candidates must have a minimum of 
ten years of experience, including work with Caltrans 
and FHWA, and at least ! ve years of project manage-
ment experience. One or more related college degrees, 
and excellent writing and communication skills are 
required.  

HELIX also has entry- and mid-level environmen-
tal planner positions available.  Quali! ed individuals 
must have a Bachelors degree in a related ! eld.  Strong 
writing and communication skills are essential.

HELIX offers competitive salary and bene! t packages 
and is an equal opportunity employer.  For additional 
information, please visit our website at www.helixepi.
com.  Send resume and cover letter to HELIX Envi-
ronmental Planning, Inc, Attn: Human Resources, 
8100 La Mesa Blvd., Suite 150, La Mesa, CA 91941, 
or email to HR@helixepi.com.

DESIGN, PLANNING AND 
ENVIRONMENTS WORLDWIDE

Applied Social Science

Biological and Restoration Services

CEQA/NEPA Documentation

Cultural Resource Management

Environmental Compliance & Permitting

Economic Development

Public Participation

Master Planning

Landscape Architecture

Urban Design

EDAW, Inc
1420 Kettner Blvd., Suite 500
San Diego, CA 92101

T 619 233 1454
F 619 233 0952
www.edaw.com

Job Opportunities
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2nd Annual Free Lecture Series on Climate Change

Get primed for the 2008 Joint NAEP/AEP Conference, Changing Climates, with a free lecture series at the 
Natural History Museum. Join the Museum for the second year of this popular lecture series on climate change. 
Global Climate Change: Species and Places will feature international experts who will report on the effects of 
climate change on various wildlife species and habitats here in southern California and around the world.

Wildlife Response to Our Fossil Fuel Addiction Local Impacts of a Changing Climate
Terry Root, Ph.D.,      Walter Oechel, Ph.D.,
Stanford University       San Diego State University
Wednesday, October 24, 2007; 6:30 – 8 p.m.  Wednesday, November 14, 2007; 6:30 – 8 p.m.

Speaker/Topic TBA      Emperor Penguins and Warming Trends in Antarctica
Wednesday, January 23, 2008; 6:30 – 8 p.m.  Jerry Kooyman, Ph.D., 
Wednesday, February 20, 2008; 6:30 – 8 p.m.  University of California – San Diego
       Wednesday, March 19, 2008; 6:30 – 8 p.m.  
Polar Bears, Seals, and Climate in Hudson
Bay and the High Arctic
Ian Stirling, Ph. D., 
University of Alberta, Edmonton
Wednesday, April 23, 2008; 6:30 – 8 p.m.

For more information, please visit www.sdnhm.org/
educaiton.brochures.freelectures.html.

n Environmental and 
Resource Management

n Transportation

n Water/Wastewater

n Design-Build

San Diego
Irvine
Long Beach
Los Angeles
Pasadena
Riverside

Solutio ns

www.hdrinc .com

OUR WORLD REVOLVES AROUND YOURS

COMPREHENSIVE MUNICIPAL SERVICES

www.pmcworld.com

(866) 828-6PMC

Events in San Diego
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Announcements and Events 
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President - Diane Catalano
PBS&J / 858-514-1010
dmcatalano@pbsj.com

Programs – Christi Keller
PMC / 858-453-3602

ckeller@pmcworld.com

General Membership – Brian Leslie
RECON / 619-308-9333
bleslie@recon-us.com

Student Membership – Julie Wang
EDAW, Inc. / 619-233-1454

julie.wang@edaw.com

Secretary – Meghan Scanlon
HDR, Inc. / 858-712-8331

meghan.scanlon@hdrinc.com

Treasurer – Kailash Mozumder
Jones & Stokes / 858-578-8964

kmozumder@jsanet.com

Newsletter Editor – Kate Gentles
PBSJ / 858-514-1068
ksgentles@pbsj.com

Director – Sophia Habl Mitchell
HDR, Inc. / 858-712-8328

sophia.mitchell@hdrinc.com

Student Chapter Presidents
vacant – SDSU  

Kyle Harper – UCSD
kpharper@ucsd.edu

vacant – USD 

Just in Rasas , P.E., PTOE
Principal 

��� ��� ��� 		
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��
Traffic Studies & Parking Management 

5114 Sea Mist Ct  
San Diego, CA, 92121 
619.890.1253 Phone 
619.374.7247 Fax 
Justin@LOSengineering.com

Editorial Information
San Diego Chapter Board Members

Board Meetings are held on the 1st Wednesday of each 
month. All members are invited to attend. If you would 
like to attend a board meeting, please contact the Chapter 
Secretary, Meghan Scanlon, for more information. Min-
utes from each meeting are posted on the Chapter website 
at www.sandiegoaep.org/news.html.

The environmentor is published monthly except in Au-
gust. Articles are due by the 20th of each month and are 
welcome free of charge, but must be of particular inter-
est to the membership. Preferred format for submissions 
is Word via e-mail to the Newsletter Editor (ksgentles@
pbsj.com). Photos are always welcome. Job announce-
ments are published free of charge on the website and in 
the newsletter, space permitting. Please contact the News-
letter Editor for advertising information or for additional 
editorial information.


