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Editorial Information
San Diego Chapter Board

Board Meetings are held on the 1st Wednesday of each month. All members are invited to attend. 
If you would like to attend a board meeting, please contact the Chapter Secretary, Dawna DeMars, 
for more information. Minutes from each meeting are posted on the Chapter website at www.
sandiegoaep.org/news.html.

The environmentor is published monthly except in August. Articles are due by the 20th of each 
month and are welcome free of charge, but must be of particular interest to the membership. Preferred 
format for submissions is Word via e-mail to the Newsletter Editor (leslie.redford@edaw.com). 
Photos are always welcome. Job announcements are published free of charge on the website and in 
the newsletter, space permitting. 

Please contact Leslie Redford for advertising information or for additional editorial information.

President
Diane Catalano, AICP

PBS&J
dmcatalano@pbsj.com

858.514.1010 (w)

Chapter Director 
Marilyn Ponseggi

City of Chula Vista
marilyn p@cox.net
619.585.5707 (w)

Vice President of Programs
Monica Kling

RBF
mkling@rbf.com
858.614.5075 (w)

Vice President of Membership
Mindy Fogg

County of San Diego
mindy.fogg@sdcounty.ca.gov

858.694.3831 (w)

Treasurer 
Cara Leone

Linscott Law & Greenspan Engineers
leone@llgengineers.com

858.300.8800 (w)

Student Membership and Outreach Director
Julie Wang

EDAW
julie.wang@edaw.com

619.233.1454 (w)

Newsletter Editor 
Leslie Redford

EDAW
leslie.redford@edaw.com

619.233.1454 (w)

Secretary 
Dawna DeMars

HELIX Environmental Planning
dawnad@helixepi.com

619.462.1515 (w)

Student Chapter Presidents

Dillon Miner – UCSD
dminer@ucsd.edu

SDSU - vacant

USD - vacant
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2009 STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 
 
 

The San Diego Chapter of AEP supports students who are actively engaged in the 
pursuit of a career in a field with an environmental emphasis.  As part of our support 
efforts, we are offering two scholarships to undergraduate or graduate students 
attending any of the major universities in San Diego Chapter.  The monetary award will 
be $2,000 to each scholarship recipient.  In addition, each scholarship recipient will also 
receive a complimentary one-year student membership to AEP, which includes all 
benefits of professional membership, including monthly professional newsletter, 
notification of networking events, reduced rate for Chapter luncheons, and reduced rates 
for the State Annual Conference and bi-annual CEQA workshops.  The scholarships will 
be awarded at the San Diego Chapter Annual Awards Banquet held in September 2009 
and awardees are expected to attend this event. 
 

Who Can Apply? 
The San Diego Chapter of AEP will accept applications from undergraduates or graduate 
students who are actively engaged in the pursuit of a career in a field with an 
environmental emphasis.  In addition, copies of current college transcripts and a 
maximum two-page essay, and letter(s) of reference from persons not related to you, but 
who are familiar with your abilities and interests, are required.  Undergraduate students 
are required to provide one reference letter and graduate students are required to 
provide two reference letters.  Applicants must also have a minimum of a 3.0 GPA.   
 
  

How Can The Money Be Used? 
The award can be used for any aspect of education.  This includes tuition, books, 
housing, research, etc.  
 

To Apply 
Application forms are available on our website: www.sandiego.org.  E-mail applications 
should be sent to Julie Wang at: julie.wang@edaw.com.  Applications by mail should be 
sent to:  
 

Association of Environmental Professionals 
Attn: 2009 Scholarship 

P.O. Box 82604 
San Diego, CA 92138 

 

To be eligible, applications must be postmarked by Friday, July 31, 2009.   
 
Please contact Julie Wang at (619) 233-1454 or julie.wang@edaw.com if you have 
questions.  

 

Association of Environmental Professionals – San Diego Chapter 
 P. O. Box 82604 • San Diego, CA 92138 

www.sandiegoaep.org 
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Date received   _______________

 
 

     
SAN DIEGO CHAPTER  

2009 STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 

Name   
Address   
   
City    State    Zip   
Phone    Email   

Current Member of AEP?    Yes □    No □ 
Undergraduate   □    Graduate   □ 

Colleges and universities attended: (please note current institution) 
Name and Location of 

Institution 
Dates 
Enrolled

Degree/Major/ 
Field of Study  GPA 

       

       

       

       
 
Please include the following information with the application: 
• A copy of the most recent transcript from your current university. 
• An essay of no greater than two pages on 8½” x 11” paper.  Essay shall be single‐

spaced with no smaller than 10‐point font and 1‐inch margins on all sides.  Your 
essay must address all of the following topics: 

 Describe a personal experience that has influenced your decision to go into an 
environmental field. 

 Describe your background relating to environmental issues, including education, 
training, internships and work experience. 

 Discuss the environmental issues that you feel are more important or of greater 
interest to you than others.  Please explain why. 

• Letter(s) of reference from individuals (not related to you) who are familiar with 
your abilities and interests.  One letter of reference for undergraduates and two 
letters of reference for graduate students. 

 

 



 
AEP SAN DIEGO CHAPTER 

2009 AWARDS and SCHOLARSHIP EVENT 
San Diego Marriott, Gaslamp Quarter 

 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2009 

 

 
 SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 

LEVEL 
 

BENEFITS 

Cabrillo Sponsor 
$1,000 

Reserved table for 10 in premium location at awards event. 
Table placard identifying your organization. 
Half page ad in event program. 
Listing on all event advertising material.* 
Six slides to play in slide-loop during event. 
Recognition on event sponsor board. 
Recognition on the AEP San Diego Chapter website and newsletter. 
 

Balboa Sponsor 
$500 

Four complimentary admissions for awards event. 
Quarter page ad in event program. 
Listing on all event advertising material.* 
Three slides to play in slide-loop during event. 
Recognition on event sponsor board. 
Recognition on the AEP San Diego Chapter website and newsletter. 
 

Mission Sponsor 
$300 

Two complimentary admissions for awards event. 
Business card size ad in event program. 
Listing on all event advertising material.* 
Company logo will play in slide-loop during event. 
Recognition on event sponsor board. 
Recognition on the AEP San Diego Chapter website and newsletter. 
 

* Printed and electronic material 
 

Your sponsorship supports the 
San Diego Chapter Scholarship Fund and  

helps underwrite the cost of the event. 
Thank you for your support. 

 
For more information or to sponsor this event, please contact: 
 
Michael D’Alessandro at (619) 400-0613 
mda@deainc.com      



ASSOCIATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS - SAN DIEGO CHAPTER 
2009 AWARDS EVENT 

 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 

AWARD NOMINATION CRITERIA 
 
Outstanding Contribution to the Environmental Profession 
This award is given to an individual for unique achievements in the environmental profession.  Recipients need not be 
members of AEP. The award can recognize lifetime achievements of excellence in the environmental profession, and 
individual accomplishments in a specific environmental field or on an issue or topic.   
 
 
Outstanding Community Stewardship Award 
This award is given to a firm that has displayed outstanding achievement in community outreach and empowerment over 
the past year. This award recognizes the firm that has identified social and/or environmental needs in its community, and 
on a firm-level, has addressed these needs through participation in charitable community events; sponsorship and giving 
to NGOs; and/or dedication of time, talent, and man-power to pro-bono work. 
 
 
Outstanding Technical Project or Approach   
This award is given to an agency and/or firm which published an outstanding technical report or survey, or utilized a 
unique technical approach in 2008 or 2009. The primary authors of the document must be based in San Diego County or 
Imperial County; however the subject area of the report/survey may include San Diego, Imperial, Orange, or Riverside 
Counties. Submitted reports may focus on the following issues, but are not limited to, Agriculture, Air Quality, Biology, 
Cultural Resources, Geology, Drainage and Hydrology, Hazardous Materials (PEA or Phase I), Noise, Storm Water, and 
Traffic. Technical approaches include use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS), modeling, or other GIS-based 
analysis.  Reports must be in a “Final” version to be considered for this award.  
 
• Clarity of Organization and Writing - Logic and comprehension;  
• Technical Difficulty - Complexity of issues analyzed and the ability to synthesize the information into the report 

or survey;     
• Originality - Unique approach to analysis and data presentation, including use of GIS; and 
• Regulatory Adequacy - Comprehensive identification of and response to applicable regulations. 
 
 
Outstanding Environmental Analysis Document 
This award is given to the agency and/or firm which published an outstanding environmental analysis or assessment 
document in 2008 or 2009 including, but not limited to, Environmental Impact Reports, Environmental Impact 
Statements, Environmental Assessments, Initial Studies, Negative Declarations, and Mitigated Negative Declarations. 
Draft, Final, Supplemental, Subsequent, Addendum, and Program versions of such documents may be considered 
appropriate for this award category.  The primary authors of the document must be based in San Diego County or Imperial 
County; however, the subject area of the report/survey may include San Diego, Imperial, Orange, or Riverside Counties. 
All documents submitted must be accompanied with a letter from the lead agency providing concurrence for the category 
nomination. The Awards Committee will consider other types of documents suitable for this award, if determined to be 
appropriate.  The documents will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria: 
 
• Clarity of Organization – Logic and comprehension; 
• Clarity of Writing – Readable by the public, decision-makers, and professionals alike; 
• Economy of Language – Concise, direct, and to the point; 
• Completeness – Adequate, reliable, and thorough presentation of documentation and data; 
• Adequacy of Summary – Concise and salient;  
• Originality – Unique approach to analysis and data presentation; and 
• Legal Adequacy – Substantial conformance to the CEQA Guidelines and the most current case law. 



 
Outstanding Environmental Solution 
This award is given to the agency and/or firm for projects designed or constructed in 2008 or 2009 that have utilized 
unique and/or technically advanced design and construction solutions to reduce or avoid adverse environmental effects.  
The primary authors of the document must be based in San Diego County or Imperial County; however the subject area of 
for this category may include San Diego, Imperial, Orange, or Riverside Counties. The projects may include development, 
municipal, or public works projects.  The projects will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 
 
• Unique Solution – Utilizes an approach that is novel, exceptional, or specific to the resource to substantially 

avoid project impact(s); 
• Technically Advanced – The design solution integrates features or construction methods that require advanced 

technical methods or add technical difficulty to project implementation to substantially avoid or minimize 
environmental effects; and 

• Avoidance – Projects that integrate and maximize avoidance of environmental impacts, rather than providing 
compensatory measures (e.g. revegetation, transplantation, habitat restoration) to offset project impacts. 

 
Outstanding Environmental Resource Document 
This award is given to an agency and/or firm which published an outstanding environmental resource document in 2008 
or 2009.  The primary authors of the document must be based in San Diego County or Imperial County; however, the 
subject area of the document may include San Diego, Imperial, Orange or Riverside Counties. The award is for other 
environmental documents which have a broader application or can serve as a resource for a wide range of environmental 
professionals, as distinguished from an impact analysis or assessment document which addresses specific projects or 
programs.  Appropriate documents for consideration in this award category may include, but are not limited to: 
 
• Resource Management Plans;  
• Mitigation Monitoring Programs; 
• Manuals for Preparing Environmental Impact Reports; 
• Significance Threshold Guidelines; or 
• Other Non-Impact Analysis/Assessment Studies and Reports. 
 
The AEP Awards Committee will evaluate these types of documents on the basis of the following criteria: 
• Creativity and Innovation – Originality of methodology, format, or approach to an issue; 
• Applicability – Ability to adapt methodology or apply information to different situations; 
• Clarity – “User friendly” presentation of methodology and technical information, with direct and concise 

language appropriate for the audience; and 
• Methodology – Sound and well-substantiated approach and/or analysis to the presentation of data and 

conclusions. 
 

NOMINATIONS 
 
Individuals, firms, or agencies can submit nominations for themselves or for others for projects/persons located in San 
Diego, Imperial, Orange, or Riverside County. Individuals and firms are limited to one nomination per category.  The 
awards jury will review the nominations and announce up to three finalists for consideration to receive each award for 
environmental documentation or solution categories.  The recipient of the Outstanding Community Stewardship Award 
and the recipient of the Outstanding Contribution to the Environmental Profession award will also be informed prior to 
the event.  All other winners will be kept confidential until announced at the event. Final details regarding awards 
presentation and format will be provided to the finalists.  
 
Send nominations to: Rebecca Skaggs  
   ESA 
   9191 Towne Centre Drive, #340 
   San Diego, CA 92122 
   Tel: (858) 638-0915 
 
Five copies of all nominations, including letters, documents, supporting materials, endorsements, and summaries must be 
received by July 17, 2009. Submitted material will not be returned unless special arrangements are made in advance. 
Digital submittals in pdf or Word format on CD are preferred, but not required. The three sets of finalists will be 
informed by September 11, 2009.  The winners will be announced at the awards event to be held September 17, 2009. 




